SURGERY OF THE EAR

F

(Chronic infections that thicken and occlude the ear Since the ear cannot be kept dry, and because
canal and tumors that fill the middle ear or external an infection thickens the tissues of the ear canal,
ear canal are the most common problems requiring proliferative tissue and debris are trapped in the ear.
surgery on the ear. The conformation of the ear This prevents topical ear medications from contacting
canal predisposes it to infection, especially in certain the infectious agents. The end result is a vicious cycle of
breeds of dogs such as Cocker Spaniels, Golden Retrie- worsening infection and severe permanent changes
vers and Poodles. Large, floppy ears, hair-filled ear in the ear.
canals, and the moist warm environment all contribute

to infection that smolders and becomes very difficult Thzhg;?;ﬁiwdﬁ%jﬁtsoﬁfgrdé;t:;ftli ?Sg linssgz'il}%ecll)

to control or eliminate. and ends at the tympanic membrane (ear drum). This
shape predisposes the ear to infection because it creates
a bottle-neck for debris, ear wax, and moisture to
accumulate and irritate the delicate canalwall. The
MIDDLE EAR is within a hollow, bony portion of the

EXTERNAL EAR skull, known as the bulla. The INNER EAR is located

next to the bulla and is responsible for equilibrium

and balance. Any of these areas may be affected

in a disease process. They are best evaluated

by direct otoscopic examination and, frequently,

radiographic (x-ray) evaluation.
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